prod u cin g m ore generalists, bu t failu re to take account o f this history w ill n ot brin g abou t basic changes in th e practice o f m ed icin e on which the health care system is fo u n d ed , and thus current problem s w ill re m ain unsolved.
H istorically, ours is disease-oriented m ed icin e. Th is means, in general term s, that w h en som eone is sick doctors expect to fin d a disease as the cause o f the illness (p n eu m o n ia , coronary artery disease, m u ltip le sclero sis, diabetes, and so fo rth ). T rea tin g the sick person means intervening in the m echanism o f the disease; p reven tion (in these term s) means act in g to preven t the disease fro m g e ttin g started or m ak in g the person sick. 
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It puts one in mind of two other Thurber fables: In the first, a gold finch was flying across a field when it hit a large piece of plate glass and was knocked silly. The goldfinch told the other birds that the air had suddenly crystallized in front of it. They all laughed at such a ridiculous idea as air crystallizing. On a bet they agreed to fly across the same field. Except the swallow, who wondered whether in fact the air might have suddenly changed like that. So the other birds took off across the field and were all knocked cold. The moral: "He who hesitates is sometimes saved." The second tells of a city Scotty who went to the country, where, because he would not ask the farm dog any questions, he found himself badly on the losing end of fights, first with a skunk and then a porcu pine. The moral: "It is better to ask some of the questions than know all of the answers" (Thurber 1931, 263, 249) .
